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responsible for co-pays and any
unpaid services, just as they
would with any other provider.

"As with any medical bill, if a
person is financially unable to
pay, we will explore every
avenue of assistance," Palagi
said. "We want to help those
who need our services, no matter
what. We just have to start run-
ning this clinic like other busi-
nesses so we can stay in business
long term."

Hospital board members will
continue to work to find avenues
of long-term funding for direct
patient care, said St. John's
board chair Kerry Beasley.

"We want to make it clear
that, although the CARD may be
a separate organization, the hos-
pital is still committed to making
sure that long-term, direct
patient care is available and
funded," Beasley said. "We will
continue to work on the white
lung program efforts and other
plans for a Libby medical trust.
In the meantime, if we receive
any further contributions from
W.R. Grace, you have our
promise that every dime of that
will go to pay for direct patient
care for people with asbestos-
related diseases."

A team of people from the
CARD advisory board and the
hospital are beginning work on
legal and logistical details of
changing the CARD to its own
organization. Input can be given
through any of the members
including LeRoy Thorn, John
Righter, Gayla Benefield, Alvin
Benitz, and Kerrv Beasley.
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